-

opinions of those with whom I may differ, and
not doubts, whether it shouid not'be
lJeft until the result of the deliberations of the
Convention is known, as that body, in my
rh?. possesses supreme power over it, in

not inconsistent with the sonstitu-
tion of the United States.

Lallude to the great banking system of the
Bemte. A system by no means, without its
ovilsand imperfections, ns sll must concede.

The question is not now, however, whether

has the constitutional

le Aggmhg‘
to the charters of private mon-
"-uwm and annul their usual and
%MM As to the cxercise of this
power, is a diversity of seatiment  The
r‘h been denied by the repeated decis-
I8 of the highest judicial tribunals of the
country, while the tive hns been ably

maintained, by feal writers
‘mont, and statesmen of distinguished

it may be safely nsserted, Fowever,
that all Mﬁeghlllim fur the benefit of
edpital, at the expense of labor, that is in the
dhsracter of monopoly and confers upon the
fow exelusive priviluges which the many are

w o enjoy, are utterly inconsistent
with the naturé and spirit of our democratic
“"They should be very seldom, il ever grant.
&d, and when found to be injurious to the best
ifiterests of the community. there ought some-
v to exist the unguestioned authority to

very evil they inflic

i
i

i
3

tion of the Federnl Constitution in 1760,

Anexcitement is spresd over a lurge ox-
tent, and pervades every rank and condnion
in lite, and unlessallayed, and other counsels
prevmil, collisions between government and
people may produce civil war, of which no one
ean predict the consequences to the General
or Stute Governments, or to freedom through-
out the world.

The question of human slavery is, and ever
has been, a subject of discord in the relativns
the several States bear to ench other, and 1o
the General Government, which is bound to
protect the constitational rights and interests
uf euch,

The Democratic party ever has and ever
will oppose either the diffusion or extension of
slavery into nny free territory of the United
States, by cvery legal and constitutional
means, and would rojoice if any mode, not
going vivlence to others, could be devised “to
overthrow and eradicnte the evil”

That Congress, having by the Constitation

‘authority to legislate for the Distriet of Co-

fumbin, “in sll cnses whatsveren,” may rhere
nbolish it, 1 entertain po doubt; Congress is,
by the Constitution, the losal legislature of the
District, and  all cases within the legitimate
sphere of legislution nre embraced within the
terms, “in nll cnses  whatsoever,” as used in
that instrument,

Congress appears (o me to poseess the same
legishitive power over slavery within the ten
miles square, that may be exercised by the
legislatures of thie slave States over it within

L

many modes in which, 1 appre-
‘is no doubt, but what a mE:‘:ied
on ean be reached by legislutive en-

#h the charter is silent on the
Tt may be visited, examined, and its
course of business controlled so ns 1o meet the
sonvenionce and afford security to the com-

ﬁ, by imformation and exposure of its

But the important
would Invite your particular attention, at this
is
by

5 the admitted inelnlity of *he taxes
3y the banks spon their property, when

with those paid by other individuals

i

£

n

dom 1o devise and apply the remedy, if one

Property is the basis of taxation, nod the
slhiould be equally distributed

E&dﬂ. and leave it fo your better wis-|

in the ratio of its poss :
" The farmer with but scanty means: the me-
( who labors from duy to day; the mer-

manufweturer, ugh his buosiness
ruinous, i taxed from one (o two per cent.
sn the fall value of every thing he has; but

capitalist places his means in bank, by the
piirehase of stock, and he is exempted, under

os. other than a State tax, and that limited to
g{ﬁ cenl on hix nett profit.

T

was introduced into the sys-

tam, I' suppose, to invile the investment of

2 from abroad ; and while it has had such

tandencies, it has enabled our own citizens to
themselves of it, by the most profitable

] t of their money, and, at the same
ime, by avoiding their just proportion of the
" There is reason for the belief, that any sucb[en
system of wality, is oo high a price to be
paid for ”;neq benefits received, because it is di-
et institutions, one of whove funda-

I dectrines is an equal distribution of the
% goverament.
" The feeling is by no means confined to any

party, exclusively, that the bankin
s of the State, oie :lnd all, lsdﬂugg
Are protecied by our laws, and supported by
the toil aud industry of our people, should
gonsent, without contest or delay, to contrib-
ute their just ion (o the publie expen-
ditures; but if they decline acceding to so
' and reasonable & mensure, that they
wuld be consirained to da so, if the consti-
ational and fsgal meansare within the prov-
3¢ of the Genersl Assembly.
_ There is. I believe, no chartered guaranty,
it the officers of Lhe State shall receive their
es for taxes, Wlls, or in E:j‘meﬂlof the
lands, and there can no room for
but what the prohibition for such
.of the reception of their issues by
ts of the State, until their assent shall
given to such reasonable proposition as
may be made, is within the legal as well ns
e ary limits of le_ginln‘liun.
" But aside from this, it 1s worthy of the most
inguiry, whether the General Assem.
r has, atone session, the constitutional pow-

to dispense with, or bargain away, the right
gm sny part ;ﬁ: property of the
sight by he G

£

i

1

i

ent the resumption of the
| Assembly, at any sub-
session. I the affirmative is main-
and & part of the property of the
ste may be forever exempted from the pub-
w thers is not, nor can there be,

: defined limit to this power. The

. %m property of the State may be
piaced beyond its reach, the State unable to
jprovide for its ordinary expenses of govern-

contingency, from the payment of

opposed to the genius and spirit of

their jurisdictions: and that it has been con-
sidered in those States, a proper subject of
legislation, their history furnishes the most sal-
isfiictory evidence.

| 1 have éver viewed the abolition of slavery
in the Distriet, not enly a measare of expedi-
‘Ienry, but of absolute natural right to the col-
ored race.  The South would duabtles acqui-
escw in such a mensure; for if we expect tore-

uestion to which I main one people thiere is an absolate necessity | law for the protection of the rights of persons

lof adhering to the decisions of Constitutional
'mnjorili..-s, within their legitimate spheres of
aclion,

But the abolition of slavery in the District of
Columbin, and in the sluve States, in my opin-
ion, stand upon diffcrent grounds as to the
power of Cungress aver it

The Executive of Vermaont, in his late mes-
sage to the (Gencral Assembly. intimates the
option that Cungress may abolish slavery in
the States where it now exists. How far this
opinion prevails | am not infoimed. but 1 be-
lieve the erercise of nny such authority by
Congress would be fullowed by n dissolution
of the Union. The South would then be driv-
en to it, to preserve their peculiar institution
under their own local authority.

The entire South, snd 1 belicve a large ma-
jority of the North, would luok upon such ae-
tion nsan unwarmanted usm{mlion by Con-
vress, for which there is no authority, express-
ly granted or fairly to be implicd, from the
Constitution of the United States.

The excitement to which I have before re-
ferred, appears to bave entirely grown out of
the passage, approval, and partinl execution,
in a few instances, of what is called the Fugi-
tive Slave Law, by Congress.

Conventions have denounced it a8 uncon-
stitutivnal. The Clergy have declared it in
apposition to the higher luw of God, and there-
fore void. The slave and the citizen have
been advised and invited to arm and oppose
the execution of this Iaw, to the shedding of
humaun blood, and ull this is done in the peace-
able and orderly State of Ohic, and T1kink is
the result of mistaken judgment; if not, and
the law is actually void, they are right, and 1
could justify the noble impulses which prompt
ioterference beiween freedom and servitude,
in opposition to law, whether white or black.
But let us for A moment search after truth,
and if, we find it, acknowledge its force. Let
the ground we oceupy, st lenst, be well con-
sidered, before we hasten to results caleulated
to weaken the public confidence in the su-
premacy of our laws, and the wisdom and sta-
bility of our institutions.

here is, 1 think, no doubt, that the Su-
preme Court of the United States will sustain
every provision ol this law, as constitutional,
when the oceasion shall arise.  One of its nor-
thern membors has slready done so, in the
case of Garnetl.

The decisions of this tribunal are absolately
| conclusive on all others, on questions growin
out of the constitution of the United
States. It is the national tribunal, and its
opinions final. There is no appeal. If [ am
right in this, whosoever commiis any over acts
of violence agninet the execution of this law,
is guilty of a misdemeanor; and if death en-
sue, may be guilty of murder!

But I eannot drop the subjecthere, With
a natural aversion to the institution of slavery,
and the evils that I believe it entails, on any
peaple, I should be fulse Lo myself and fulse to
truth, if I did not express the npinion, that the
Inw is consistent with constitutional obligation,
between the States

The Constitution provides, in the last clause
of the 2nd section of the 4th act, that “no per-

s eommeon-son held to serrice or lnbor, in one state, under

enemy.
+ 1 incline to the opinion, that this high sov-
n power Lo levy taxes, cannot be dispos-
ed of to any corporation, by one, so.8s to pre-
vent & ing General Assembly from re-
suming it; and [ could, if necessary, find a dis-
tinotion between this as & negative, and those
which may be called the positive franchises of
a jon, and necessary (o its existence,
Jook upon the exemption from taxation as
to the general rule, that charter-
nd.rights cannot be taken away or impuired,
is elaimed, by the sdvocates of such a doe-

L
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not unaware that the ease of the
the Commercial Bank of Cincinnati is
to this view of corporate rights; but
ion was made many years since, and
eourt, and one of the Judges who
that opinion has, on another oe-
ssion, very Emly remarked, “that Inws must

eyl

E’

!

or ecoatracted as to meet the

of sooiety"—slluding to the com-
Eagiand, no doubt, which was
in this State so far as it should
icable to our condition.

!
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& The case to which reference hns been made | for when the constitution is silent, they are|

‘delermined e many yoars since, cannot be
- as of very binding nuthority. Since
that period, multitudes of moneyed and other
i bhava sprung into life, nnd their
elaims with governmentand people
hily expedient that the rules hith-
, and claimed as placiag these
institutions beyond the reach of cither judiciul
or islative ecorrection, should now be re-
viewed, modified, and placed on a foundation
more consistent with the spirit of our laws and
“the rights of all.
-3 H‘ .
subjes of State policy, and some of the
fanetions of the Executive, as in my humble

j‘:tilimt they onght to be performed, [ could

;

it

i

8.

wish that nothing remained but to take the |

‘dath of office and retire from this hnll. Butl
snnot do so consistently with public expecta-
fion, without a frank expression of my views
‘on a quastion now pending before the people |
‘which threatens the stability of the Union, the
supremuey of the laws, and to distarb the
‘gonl nedar and quiet which has hitherto,with
very few wxoeptions, prevailed since the adop-

jefly, referred to cor. [3UM 1 ) |
thus, very Rewdy, » tordinury eourse of judicial investigation. And

the law thereof, escaping into ancther, shall,
in consequence of any law or regulation there-
in, be discharged from such service or labor,
bat shall be delivered up, on claim of the par-
ty to whom such service or Inbor may be due.”

It is & matter of public history, that this
provision was inserted in the Constitution of
the United States, as the result of a8 com-
promise, and for the purpose of enabling the
owners of fugitive slaves to recover them, in
|the free states:and that, without it, no consti-
tution could hove been furmed. The provis-
ion, I believe 1o be binding upon the states,
and upon the people of the states, and every
public functivnury is under the solemn obliga-
tions of an onth to cbey its mandates. By
means of this, Congress had the discretionary
power o legislate, to earry out the designs of
the provision, not infringing on any other ar-
wgle or section in that instrument; and this
constitution, and the Liws of Congress and the
treaties made in pursuance of it, are declared
tobe the supreme law of the land.

If the Lite act violates this instrument, in
what does such vislution consist?  Not in es-
| tablishing new nor unusual rules of evidenes,

within the legislative diseretion. Not in de-
nying a jury trial, for it does not differ, in this
respect, from the lnw of 1703, which has re-
mnined for fifty-seven years in force, and been
sustained, both by state and national decisions
with but fiztle, if any, compluint

One of our most able vlementary writers is
of the same opinion,  Judge Story, in his com-
mentaries on the Constitution, uscs this lan-
gunre:  “It is obvious that these provisions
for the arrest and removal of fugitives of botly
clnsses, ‘from labor and justice,” contemplate
summary ministerial provecdings, aud not the

in the caso of fugitive slaves there would seem
to be the same necessity of reguiring only pri-
ma facie proofs of ownership, without putting
the party to a formal nssertion of his rights,
by suit, at the common law.” Judge Grier
denies, in any case of extradition, that a jury
tria] is warranted by the Constitution, or au-
thorized by usage.

I think no eaxe, of a mere preliminary ex-
aminntion, can be found, of trial by jury, in

| that corrupt barter and saale between the loco-

The 8th article refers to a finnl criminu! _]u|
dicial trial, to establish or acquit of guilt, and
the Tth to civil trials, at comnmon liw, mean-
ing BGuoal judicial trials.

These are the only provisions in the Con-
stitation of the United States on the subject,
und neither reaches any cose of preliminary
exnminuiion, and especially where the pro-
ceedings are ministerial, rather than judicial.

Is the luw unconstitutional because it sus-
pends the writ of Hubeas Cur}:uﬂ? Suppose
it is, whatis the consequence? Merely that
lhe:dgm\-mion suspending the writ would be
voidy and the writ issue, ns in other cases, |
am, however, of the opinion, the Ianguage
used does not suspend the writ It is no more
than the language which the law implies to
every couri of exclusive competent jurisdic-
tion.

The writ is to discharge from illegul res-
traint; if the imprisoument be legal, the writ
itself is discharyed.

These have been, so far as I have observed
the main objections to the constitutionality of
the law, neither of which, in my opinion, is
well taken.

It is void because it opposes the law of God ?
Here I will quote the lunguage of one of our
most distinguished men, whose great experi-
ence and extensive nequirements are his least
commendation. In a case Iately tried before
Judge McLean in the State of Indiana, this
identical queslion was presenled, and he used
this langunge in his charge to the jury.

“No earthly power has a right to interpose
between n man's conscience and his Maker.—
He has n right, an inalienable right to worship
God according 1o the dictates of his own con-
science.  For this he alone must answer, and
he is entirely fres from all human restraint to
think and act for bimeelf. But this is not the
case when his acls affect the rights of others.
Society has a claim upon all its citizens. Gen-
| eral rules have been adopted in the form of

and things. These laws lie at the foundation
of thesocinl compact, and their observance is
essenlinl to the maintainanee of civilization.—
In these matters, the law, and not conscience,
constitutes the rule of action.”

I think the view thus expressed, is unan-
swerable, sod the result therefore, to which 1
have arrived, in my own mind, is, that the law
is binding and obligatory, and should advise
agninst its opposition by any act of violence.

By this law theslave is deprived of no right
which he enjoyed before, under the law of
! 1793, or under the constitution of the United
States, ns explained by the Supreme National
tribunal, in the case of Prigg v. the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania.

It was there held that, although Congress
might legislate, legislation was unnecessary :
for the capture of [ugitive slaves; that the con-
| stitution executed itself, and the owner might
seize and return them, when found, in any
other state, by virtue of its authority alone.

1 must not, by any means, be understood,
however, as attempting to defend the proprie-

ty and expediency of this law. 1t is unaccep-
| table to a very large majority of the people of
| the North.

Public disapprobation will continue to ham-
| per its execution, and ngit.uu: its repenl. Itis
|in my opinion, inexpedient. The old law of

17938, was infinilely better for the security of
|the mnster; for, exeeptionable as it was, in
some of its features, a long and general acqui-
escence had given it a moral force, which this
can never attain,

A law that makes exparte evidence conelu-
sive of the master's right ‘o recapture and re-
turn his slave; that denies ajury trial Aere or
elsewhere; that provides for the appointment of
swarms of pettly officers to execute it; that
gives n double compensation o find every

| elaim set upin favor of the master; and pays
the expenses in any case from the public treas-
ury, can never receive the voluntary co-opera-
tion of our people,

But with all these objections to the propri-
ety of the law violence is not to be thought of
for a moment.

There isn constitutional and legal remedy.
' A remedy that will not overthrow that stately
edifice of freedum erected by our ancestors on
| the ruins of eolonial oppression and depend-
ence, and which has, hitherto been protected
by the majesty and supremacy of lnw.

That remedy is amendment or repeal, and
even if that fuils, the Union of these States is
| still worth preserving, and the law, however
| odious, should be submitted to, as both a civil
and Christinn duty,

Nou State was more indignant at the course
pursued by South Caroline, when that State
| threatened to nullify a law of Congress, and

dissolve the Union, than Ohio

Let her pcorie be careful not to imitate an
| example they have so repeatedly condemned,

but ever let them rally round the Union of
| these States, whether assailed from without,
or from within.

The fiug of the Union must be carried down
to future gencrations, unsullied and untorn:
and, il not, in God's mercy, let Okio defend it,
till the last act lins sealed its miserable doom.

: REUBEN WOOD.
[ Dacamber 19, 1850
—_———————
Terrible Tornndo—Cape Girardend
| in Ruins.
| The St Louis paper contain the partieulars
of this desolating tornado. The benutiful
| vitlage of Cape Girardean is mostly in roins.
| The St. Vineent College edifice is  postrated
{—the Convent is gone—the Catholic Church
{and buildings naround it—the Methodist
{ Church snd every building from it to the
| bridee injured. The professors and students
{ at the Cullewe were in class at the time—sev-
erul attiched tothe College were injured, and
one has diedl. Tt i= said, for a distance of 15
miles back of and around the city, every thing
bore the nspect of utter desolation—and one
half of the citizens not a roof to protect them.
The aceount dues not give the number of in-
Jured and killed.
| Measures were being taken at St. Louis
| for extending prompt aid to the distressed and
| suffering familier who have been made house-
less by this terrible visitation.
—_————————

Canal Collector at Cleveland.

The True Democrat, the organ of Free
Suilism in Northern Ohio,in an article concern-
ing the delinquency of the collector at that
place, says: “During the last week new and
|grave chasces have been made. Itis openly
{snid, not only that he was guilty of peculation
on a small seale, but that he had carried out
[ premeditated plans of peculation on 2 small
;scn]u. but that he had earried ont premediat-
|ed plans of peculution on a large scale. Ttis
apenly said too, that the President [Hamlin]
of the Board of Public Worksis not free from
blame in the transaction.” &c.

Are we to have “more bitter fruits” from

focos and Free Soilers, in 1848-9, when they
divided the offices as “public plunder 2

Dest o Tixas.—The Comtroller of Texas
has published a report, by which the whole
debt, filed and to befiled—principaland inter-
est—is £12,323,443,04—the par value of
which is §9,910,700,40. 'This will leave to
the State, out of $10,000,000, to be paid by
United States, over $3,000,000, after paying

~ FREMONT, OHIO.

J. 8. FOUKE, Editor.
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“THE FREEMAN:

Governor Wood’s Inangural.

This document we lay before our readers
this week. Tt is an able and well written pa-
per, and taken as a whole, is unchjectionable
tothe Whig party. Some of his recommen-
dations we heartily approve, and if nequiesced
in by the Legislature, will prove bencficial to
the State.

His views in relation to the “Fugitive Slave
Law,” we endorse antire, They are the views
of ithe Administration, and of the Whig pariy
generally. We have never doubted the con-
stitutionality of that law, or the obligations of
the free Stales to see that it is strictly enfor-
ced. At the same time we believe its pas-
sage was injudicious and unealled for; notin
accordance with the progressive spirit of the
age, and fyranical in many of its features. It
is obnoxious to the fres Stales, not only be
cause it holds out inducements to fraud, and
attempts to make slave-catchers of freemen,
but because it is not in accordance with hu-
manity and the inaliable rights of mankind. |
It should be amended or repealed at an early |
day, but until it is, all good citizens should
recognize it as the supreme law of the land, |
and aid, if called on, in the execution of its|
demands.

K= Our ‘friend and fellow eitizen,” Jonx |
Bew, Esq, was nominated at the Locofoco
Convention at Tiffin on Tuesday last, as their
candinate for Congress, Lo fill the vacaney oe-

{ment by the vender for all damages done re-

Ohio Legislature,
A bill was introduced in the Senate by
Fouts, (Loco) to repeal the act ereating Com-
mon Bchools and the State Bonrd of Education.
Bills were also introduced for abolishing the
Homestead exemption and Ten per cent. Inter-
est laws. The resolution of Randall for ad-
journment in February waslost. Temperance
petitions are pouring into the Legislature.—
The Columbus correspondent of the Cleveland
Herald says:
Messrs. Lewis, Cunningham and Bil, are
a select committee on temperance in the Sen-
ate; and Messrs. Fuirchild, O'Ney, Bushnell,
Bundg and Bradley arein the House.
A bill will probably be introduced in the
House repesling all laws now in furce on the
subjecl, and among its provisions, compel pay-

sulting from the sale of Ligquor. 1 mention
this in advance, so that temperance people
may putin their digestion cisterns, and see how
it will operate.

I am at a loss to determine, but each com-
mittee is an excellent one, and will unguestion-
ably produce bills practically beneficial in their
Operatons.

The commitiee on Federal relations, in the
House, have reported resolutions strongly de-
nouncing the Fugitive Slave law.

We are indebted to a friend at colurbus,
for the following sketeh of Legislative proceed-
ings in u letter, dated the 0th inst.

“Of the organization and other proceedings
of last week you are doubtless informed.—
Governor Wood is here, and on being waited
on by a Legislative committee this evening,
responded that he would communicate with
the General Assembly, on Thursdny, at 3 P.
M. He looks hearty, and bids fair to belong
Governor of Obio, though he may not serve
more than one term.

In the SBenale to-day, there has been quite
an inleresting discussion, relative to sbridging
the debates of the Constitutional Convention.

casioned by the death of the late Hon. A. E.
Wood. We understand the General had se- |

veral competitors for the Congressional hon- |
ors, but ie triumphantly distanced them all, |
including the delegation from Wood ocounty. |

The Whigs, of course, will have no candid- |
ate before the people, and as a consequence, |

the General will have the conrse to himself

The Malils.

The mails are not as regular these days as
clock work. We seldom get our Columbus
papers until they are about a week old. The
Clevelxnd papers are generally about as long
getting here, and the Toledo papers come
with no regularity at all, We depend upon
the Toledo papers for the latest intelligence,
and when they are received regularly, they
have news two or three days sooner than we |
can gel it from any other source. Itis tho't
that the postymaster at Tolede puts the pa-
persof that placein the Bellvue Mail-bag, and
they go from thence to Springfield in the cars,
and retarn to this place in the eastern mail
about three days after they are due Will
our neighbors of the Blade and Republican
ascerlain the cause of thisirregularity.

A —

Ho! the Rail Road.
The directors of the Toledo, Norwalk, and

Cleveland Rail Road, give notice in our pa-
per this week, for a payment of 10 per cent
of the capital stock of said company, by the
10th day of February, 1851, and 10 per cent
every 60 days therealter until the whole is
paid. Stock holders “will plerse govern them-
salves accordingly.”
e e

£F We have been anxiously waiting, ex-
pecting that some one of our numerows read-
ers would presentus with a fine, fat, plump
turkey, that we might enjoy the coming holli-
days in common with our more fortunate
neighbors, who are able to buy them.

But we have made upour mind that pork,
potatoes and cabbage, must satisfy our appe-
tite 01 that oceasion,

40—

Peterson's Magazine, d
For January, has been received, and for qual-
ity and quantity of reading matter, excellent
engravings and neatness of execution, surpas-
ses any previous number. For 1851, the re-
duced prices to clubs will be continued, while
the quantity of reading matter will be in-
creased. * No expense,” says the editor,
“shall be spared in the way of embellishments.
The fashion plates shall be in advance of ev-
ery cotemporary, and will be, in addition,
besutiful pictures.  Mre Ann 8. Stephens,
the author of “Mary Derwent,” “Palaces and
Prisons,” “Julia Warren,” “Malina Gray,” &c.,
will continue to gdit the work, which isa
guarantes that it will be the most readable of
the Magazines.—In 1851, a new feature will
be introduced, in a series of National stories,
loeated in diffierent sectiuns of the Union, and
depicting manners and traditions North,South,
East and West. Recollect, the terms of this
Magazine are bat two dollurs a year; to clubs,
three copies for five dollars, or eight copies
fur ten dollars, with a choice of two large si-
zed premium pictures to the person getting
up theclub. Address C. J. Peterson, No. 98
Chestout Street, Philadelphin.™ A specimen
can be seen at this office,

Hownes’s Dortar Magazisg.—The Jan-
wary number of this ever welcome magazine,
is upon our table, much improved in every
respect. Thisis the cheapest and mostread-
able work extant,and cannot fuil to give satis-
faction to all classes of readers. The editor
promises to make “Holden” more attractive
the incoming year, than it has been for the
past, which promise will be fuithfully adhear-
ed to, as his list of authors will fully guarantee.

One dollar a year,in advance. Address,

FOWLER & DIETZ,
100 Nassan St, N. Y.

—

E% J. A. Scranton, Sergeant-at-Arms of
the Ohio Senate, will please accept our thanks
for n pamphlet copy of Gov. Ford's message.

Sixpwicr Istawpe.—The population of
these Island is decrensing—it is now less
than 80,000. Captain Cook estimated it at
400,00C. The Polynesian says, if there were
a snpply of Iaborers, the productions of the
Islands could be increased to $20,000,000 in

any of the United States.

all berindebtedness

value,

Mr. Payne of Cuyahogn, the position that the
Convention was omunipotent, and could frame
the New Constitution as they pleased, and put
it in force without submitting it to the le
for adoption or rejection. Mr. Howard of Cler-
mont, said the convention was a kind of iten-
erant concern, and was likely to visit every
counly in the State, before they got through
with the labors before them. He deprecated
the idea that the General Assembly should leg-
islate, or forbear legislation, on account of any
constitution that is to be framed and adopted,
becausé he said they had only visited two of
the cites of the Stale, and le expected them
in his county yet, and had no doubt they
would itinerate to every other county. He
thought the people had ceased to kuow or
care anything about the convention, &e. This
from a prominent Democrat, was rather rich,
and goes far to confirm me in my conviction
that the people of the State look upon the do-
ings of this third branch of the Legislature;
with a sort of enrnest indifference, that is un-
mistakable. The resolution to adjourn sine
die, Feb. 1st, offered in the Senate inst Thes-
dny, was discussed again to-day, and again
laid on the fable, So far as 1 can discover,
there is a disposition (o work diligently this
session, and adjourn as eurly ns possible.—
The members are in a very friendly humor,
indeed, none of the rancor and bitterness which
characterized the Legislature of last winter, is
apparent now.

Soon after the organization a resolution pass-
ed the Senate, directing the clerk to procure
the printing done st rales not to exceed those
of the Iast session, until otherwise ordered, and
under that Mr. Bwiit has given it to man call-
¢d Rice, who scems to be on hand, as a tender
for the Statesman. This Rice does not, as 1
am informed, own a lype in the world, but
from the peculiar shade of his politics he can
get printing and crumbs, when neither the
Sintesman or Journal are exactly of the right
stripe, and after “tolling the grist,” he turnsit
over to Medary. T neither know or care, who
Mr. Rice is, but if any bonorable, high-mind-
ed man would thus occupy the position of n
go-between and scavenger for the Statesman
ot Journal or any body else, then I am mista-
ken; and I hope the Senate will take meas-
ures 1o cut off from Mr. L. L. Rice, these leg-
islative crumbs and drippings, by which he
seems Lo exist.

There is to be a strong effort to repeal the
Homestead Exemtion law of last winter, butit
is very doubtful of success, the law having an
element of popularity in it, that will make
men, looking for political advancement, cau-
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rrival of the America.
{ Halifax, Dec. 11
Editor Ohio State Journal:

The Steamer America, from Live ‘ar-
rived here at 8 o'clock. The B.mcrp.:)k',d
at Liverpool at 14 o'clock on Thursday Morn-
ing. Sheencountered unusually heavy wea-
ther throughout her passage from N. York

Exorasp—Thereis greatly increased agi-
tation in England and Scotland, in re o
the Anti-Popery mevement, and the Daily
News asseris that the Atlorney General is. pri—
Earing s bill to make penal the holding of
| English titles by the Catholio , and the
Times significantly remarks that Dr. Ullathorn
is the first, and be assuredly will be the last
Bishop of Birmingham.

Lord Beaumont, a Catholic Nobleman, has
taken the field sgainst the measures of the
Pope, nnd maintains that his appointment to
English Bishopricks are d to the
Crown and at varinnce tothe constitution.—
Immense meetings, denouncing the ssive
policy of the eon%.l':y. have bEan helE and in
some cases led to serious riots, especialjy at
Berkenhead, where the meeting adjon for
Wednesduy was attended with one of the
wildest riots since the days of the reform bill.
Magistrates snd police were compelled to flee
before the mob.

Fraxce.—The latest advices from Paris an-
nounces M. Depereigny from Berlip, and he
isreporied lo have expressed his conviction
that the King of Prussia will have great diffi-
culty in restraining the warlike disposition of
his people, and that he cannot and ought not
to make any further concession.

Rowme —Latest advices from Rome states
that the propagandi affect to treat lightly the
commotion in nfglmd, on the late papal ag-
gression, and professed to regard it as & mere
question of ettiquette,

Geruaxy.—Latest news from Germany in
no respect less pacifie, nor is the state of af-
fairs less critical than for two weeks previous
to the sailing of the America.

Prussia.—The Prussian Chamber was
opened on the 21st, by & speech from the King
which was favorable to the war He
says, ‘We seek no war, but we demand an ar-
rangement of the general Fatherland suitable
to our present position in Europe and Germa-
ny, and corresponding with the smount of
right which God has placed in our bands.—
Ge bave n good, old rght—we will defend it,
and remain under arms until we have secured
its recognition, Weowe this to in—we
owe this to Germany.’

The disturbance between «the Prassian and
Bavarian troops, at Frankfort, was renewed on
the 25th, and in several of the streels the sol-
diers of the two countries had very sanguina-
ry conflicts. The intervention of strong pa-
trols could alone preserve pence in the city.

The Austrian federnl army in Hesse is suf-
furing for want of provisions, and their com-
mander hes informed the Prussian Ceneral
that ‘he will be compelled to advance, Gen.
Goeben rephed, (hat the Prussian troops un-
der bis command would not fall back, under
any circumsiances whatever.

The Cabinet of Presburgh is reported to
bave formally made known that a war against
Austrin would st the same time be = war
agninst Rossia. After Berlin, the war party
find most sapport in the Russian province.

~e-

European War Nearly Certain.

‘We have one day's later news from Eao-
rope. The London Shipping Gazelte of Fri-
day says: The intelligence from the Conti-
neot is again of & warlike character. The
Cabinets of Berlin and Vienna are now stated
to hdve arrived at a point at which the dis-
pute must emsrge into open hostilities.

The late negotintion between the two con-
tinents not having led to any satisfactory re.
sult The French Government is said to have
received a despatch from Berlin annotncing
that the Austrian government has de-
manded the evacuation of Hesse Cassel in
twenty-four hours.

The same report states that anote drawn
up in energetic (erms was communicated b
the Russian Ambassedor at Berlin, to
Prussian government.

-
Cencus==Capital Panishment==Re~
moval to Colnmbus.

Cisxcryxary Tuesday, Dec, 5th

The special committee to obtain the census
returns of Obio, reported, and received fur-
ther instructions.

The convention, in committee of the whole,

the

tious how they vote. The ten percent. inter-
est law also, will have to pass a firery trinl, if
there is anything in the signs of the times.—
Some of the members are of the opinion that
if the delays now incident to the eollection of
debts, could be done away and the legal rate
of interest fixed at 7 per cent, it wounld super-
cede the necessity of any sugh law as the one
alluded to, and would tend more Loinvite cap-
ital to the State, than any other mensure.—
On the subjectof the U. 8. Senator, all is
smoke and uncertainty, as yet, though I think
1the Todications are-not. favurable to the elee-
tion of Mr. Ewing. Mr. Randall is said to fa-
vor the election of Mr. Giddings!"

—a—

2= The “Phrenological” nnd “Water-
Cure” Journals for Junuary 1051, have been
received. The new volumes commence with
the January numbers, and all who wish to ob-
tain these valuable works, should forward on
their money immediately. The Messrs. Fow-
lers’ publications are so generally and favor-
ably known, that it would be superfluouns for
us to say any thing in their favor, and we
merely state the terms, which is one dollar, in
advance, for each work. Address,

FOWLER & DEITZ,
109 Nassan Sg, N. Y.
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Appropriation asked by the Secre=
taryof War.

The total amount nsked for, is 81,155,778,
of which 81,052,875 is for Rivers and Ilar-
bors, $70,000 for Roads and $33,162 for
Light-houses. We notice the following,
Harbor at Ashtabuly, Ohio. 815,000
Buffalo—Sea Walls 14,000
Blnck river, Ohio 10,000
Conneant Harbor, Ohio 14,000
|Cleveland do do

Erie Harbor, Pennsylvania 30,000
Dredge, &c, at Erie 20,000
Gravel river, Olio 15,000
Huron Harbor 6,000

Michigan City, Indiara 30,009

Ohio river between Pittsburgh and
Louisville

Ohio river below the falls; and of
the Mississippi's tributaries; Mis-

60,000

souri aad Arkansas rivers 200,000
Sandusky Harbor, Ohio 12,000
St, Louis Harbor 50,000
Vermillion river, Ohio 10,000

—_——————
There have been not less than 700,000
cotlon spendles stopped in various parts of the
country in consequence of the Tariff of 1848
of which 302,200 were in Boston and vicinity.

20,000

took up the special report on capital punish-
ment.  That is:-—

“Human life shall ever be held inviolnte.—
{ The true object of punishment being, in addi-
tion to the security of society, to refurm and
not 1o exterminate mankind, human life shall
never be taken as a punishment for crime;
but the highest punishment for crime shall be
imprisonment for lifein the State penitentiary.”

Messrs. Ridole and Sawyer opposed, Nr.
Hawkins defended the report.  Bates, Horton
Leadbetter, Case, thought some reform neces-
sary. Mr. Ranney liked the section. But
one and all of them concluded, that the sub-
ject should be-tefrwith-the lagi :

The committee rose and reported.

The improvements in the Hall, and a mo-
tion to remove 1o Columbus,were debated un-
til the adjournment in the afternoon. It was
ﬁnall_v concluded, by a very decisive vote, not
to leave Cincinnati—{ Cleveland Demoerat.

40—

Kinkel, the German Poct and Liberal is
confined in the fortress of Spanadan. He is
not permitted lo see any one, toread or wrile.
Books, pen and ink are strictly forbidden him.
His celi’s a tomb. He never leaves it although
other prisoners and felons are allowed daily
exercise. He asks in vein for further clothing,
and has often been suffering from cold with-
outrelief. His offtnce was that he wrote
tracts and peotry of democratic tendencies
and revolationary character.

-

Prarsewontar-—A very intelligent,fine ap-
pearing fugitive slave, came into our city a
few days since, destitute and friendless—
After passing a few days with ene of onr
wealthy citizens® who baving learnt the names
of some of our leading abolitionists, he called
on them to solicit aid, AfRer laying his case
before two of the foremost in this great cause
of humanity, the one gave him five and the
|other siz cents/ Allough these gentlemen
prefer 10 do “good by stealth” still such acts
of gencrosity should be published. They
stand outas great events in the lives of those
benevoleht persons, and should be rccorc_lcd to
their honor. [Buffalo Courier.

— A

Ex-Governor McDowell, of Virginia, recen-
tly delivered a highly patriotic and elequent
address at a mass meeting of the friends of
the Uniop, in Augusta County Virginia. The
Staunton Spectator says in reference to the
meeting “Virginia bersel{ even may swerve
from her allegiance,but here, upon the moun-
tains of Agusta,the ﬂ:F of the union will con-
tinue to float as proudly as would the flag of]

The Indians and the Quakers.

~ In Howitt’s Book of ths Seasons, is given
the following account of the Indians and the
Quakers. Itis a story related by George
Dilwyn, an American Quaker snd preacher,
who visited England about ffty years siuce.
The scene of the story is laid at the period of
the revclutionary war:

Another incident he related, which ocenr-
red in one of the back settlements, when the
Indians had been employed to burn the dwell-
ings of the settlers, and-craeily to murder the

le.  One of these solitary habitations'wis

in possession of n Friend's family. They lived
in such secure simplicity, that :Gdy hitherto
had no jon of . nsed nei-

thsrbun;hd: to their door; having no oth-
er means of securing their dwelling in-
trusion, than by d:uaw-inginlhcluthm
by which the wooden latch - inside was li
" The Indians had o
The Indi commitied fri
ges all amun%bnning and m . with-
out mercy. evening brought forth tid-
ings of hsm,memy?ishl the un
settlers surrounded themselves with such
fences as eould muster—even then, for
dread scarcely being able to slesp. The
friend and bis family who hsd hitherto putno
trust in the arm of flesh, but lefk all in the
keeping of God, believing, that man often ran
in his own strength 1o his own injury, had used
so little precaution, that they slept withont
even withdrawing the string, and were os yet
uninjured.
Alarmed, however, at- b, by the fears of
others and by the dreadful rumors that sur-
rounded them, they vielded to their fears on
one particular night, and before retiving to
rest, drew in the siring, and thus secured them-

‘selves as woll as they were able.

In the dead of the might the Friend who
had nut been able to sleep, asked his wife if
she slept, she replied that she could not, for
ber mind whas upeasy. Upon this be confess-
ed that the same was his case, and that he be-
lieved it would be the safest for him to rise
and put oat the string of the latch as usual —
On her approving of this, it wns done, and the
two lay down again tommending themselves
to the keeping of God,

This had not occurred above ten minutes,
when the dismal sound of the war-whoop ech-
oed through the forest, filling every heart with
dread, and almost immedistely sfterward,
they counted the footsteps of seven men pass
the window of their chamber, which was on
the groud floor, and the next moment the door
string was pulled, the latch lifted, and the
door opened. A debate of a few minutes touk
plice, the purport of which, as it was spoken
in the Indinn language, was unintelligible to
inl:abitant;; but thet it was favorable to them
was proved by the door, being agnin closed,
and the Indians retiring without baving cress-
ed the threshold. ks
. The next morning, they saw the smoke rais-
ing from the burning habitations all around
them : ents were weeping for their chil-
dren wE:r were carried off mnd children la-
menting over their parents who had been cra-
elly slmn, :

Some years afterward; when peace was re-
stored, and the colonists had oceasion to hold
coafcren::ie with lrl;: Il;:duu, this friend was
Appointed as one at and speak-
ing in favor of the Indianzm the above
incident; in reply to which sn Indian obsery-
ed that, the simple circumstance of puting cut
the latch string, which proved confidence rath-
er than fesr, their lives ns well as their proj
erty had been saved; for that he hm:dm
been one of the maruding pnt'y,tnd that an
finding the door open it was said, “These peo-
ple shall live; they will do us no harm; for
they pat their trust in the Great Spirit. :

During the whole of the American Rovolu-
tion, indeed, the Indians though incited by the
whites to kill and sealp the enemy. never mo-
lested the Friends, as the people of Father
Onas, or Wm. Penn, and as the svowed
ponents of all violence. Through the whi
war there were but two instances to the con-
trary, and they were occasioned by the two
Friends themselves. The one was a y

Y| man « tanner, who went to his tan yard

bukaddlily‘llnumolmd. while devastation
spread on all sides; but, at length, ht-
lessly carrying & gun to shoot birds, g:‘ﬁ‘h‘
ans in ambush, believed that he had deserted
his principles, and shot him. The other was
a woman, who, when the d'dﬁnﬁu of her
nvighbors were nightly fired, and the a
themselves murdered, was importuned by the
officers of a neighboring furt to take refuge
there until the danger was over. Forsome-
time she refused and remained unharmed
amid general destruction; but, at length, let-
ting in fear, she went for one night to the fort
but was so uneasy, that the next morning she
quitted it to return to bher bome. The Indi
ans, however, believed she too Bad ;‘hgdom:f
L - ®
the community, and before she reached home
she wasshot by them.”

All for the Union.

A Washington correspondent of the New.
York Herald, after declaring thut ‘a strong
Union sentiment perude::ga le of this
city, {Wmhinglcm | which is & in by all
tlt':e Senstors, and members there, proceeds
thus:

The Union sentiment is ing the mem-
bers of the Administration and of Cougress,
in & remarkable manner, as will be seen from
the following schedule:

Hon. Truman Smith is married to a lady of
Alabama

Hoo. Mr. Gilmore, of Pennsylvania, is mar-
ried to a lady in Muine, a niece of Mr. Joha
Voaghan

Hoo. Mr. Cabell, of Floride, is married to
the beautiful Miss Wilcox, of St. Louis. Mo.

General Waddy Thompson, (one of the
few union men of gontb Carolina) is married
to Miss Jones of North Carolina. Heaven
grant that all South Carolins may be wedded
in indissoluble bonds to the patriotic State
of North Carolina

Hon. Mr. Lion Boyd, of Ky., was married
lnst session to a lady of Py Ivania.

Hon. Mr. Taylor, of Obio, i a bridegroom,
and hence panting for the Union.

Hon. Mr. Conrad, Secretary of War, is
about to be married to a [ady, who is not onl
fascinatingz,but every way worthy of so staune
and patriotic a union man himsell; and Nr.
Bay, of Misaouri, is about to be married to &
Iady in Georgetown.

God bless the ladies, one and all! They
are silently and uncbstrusively deing more
for the Union than all the men, by cherishing
at the sacred fireside of homs, those patriotic
American sentiments which the disguisitions
of politics seem to drive out of the brains of
the men. May they be prosperous and hap-
py, and be the worthy mothers of worthy
union men. The women have the rearing of
the rising generation entrusted the their ma-
ternal care In their hands the Union is safe,
God bless them.

—_———.

Epucarror 15 Sovra Carowrwa—Gov.
Seabrook, in his ‘recent message to the Legis-
lature says that over fweniy thowsand persons

liberty, in the hands of Washington himself.”

in South Carolina are ignorant of the alphabet.

-
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